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Tue Lesions or ANTHRAX. 


Bovine anthrax has received so much attention 


for so many years that it is surprising to hear of 


any characteristic gross lesions in connection with 
it that have not yet been described. Nevertheless, 
no less an authority than Prof. Hess, of Bern, 
describes two such lesions—viz., a peculiar smell, 
and hemorrhage into the ovaries. The reasons 
why both should have remained unrecognised for 
so long are easily comprehensible. The smell is 
described as so transient that, in most cases in 
practice, it will have disappeared before the post- 
mortem examination. The ovaries are small, and 
not usually closely examined post-mortem except 
for special reasons—and, of course, for many years 
past, veterinarians have avoided opening anthrax 
earcases. Probably, then, Prof. Hess is right, and 
his statements should be remembered. The smell 
may sometimes be the first warning of anthrax to 
the practitioner. 


LicHt Horse BREEDING, 


However important the motor may become in 
war transport, it will never take the place of 
cavalry ; so any Government action regarding light 
horse breeding is of moment. Such action is 
already on foot. For some time past, the War 
Office and the Board of Agriculture have been act- 
ing in concert in order to preserve mares from the 
war. As few mares as possible are being bought 
for war purposes; and no mare is bought whose 
owner will undertake to breed from her this year. 
Further, those mares cast from the Expeditionary 
Force which are suitable for breeding are being 
brought back to England and, after a month’s 
observation, sold under the condition that they are 
kept in this country. These steps foreshadow, and 
to some extent prepare for, more important action 
regarding the horse supply which the Government 

ill have to take after the war. 

That action may follow one of two lines. The 
State may encourage horse owners to breed for the 
Army by offering more liberal terms than have yet 
been given, or the State may breed horses on its 
ownaccount. It is possible, of course, for these 
two plans to be combined, and it is not unlikely 
that they may be combined for a time. Either 
scheme will provide some additional work for our 
profession—work which, under the second plan, 


CLINICAL NOTES. 
By W. R. Davis, m.x.c.v.s., Enfield, 


“SpLit HER AITCHEs.” 


It is in my experience not very uncommon to 
meet with a cow down in a byre and unable to rise, 
from a cause I have not seen noticed by writers on 
cattle pathology, or on general surgery. 

If the animal is seen when the accident happens, 
or immediately afterwards, the two hind legs will 
be found stretched out almost at right angles to 
the body. However, in many cases the patient 
will have been struggling violently, and if not seen 
until later may have got the limbs into the normal 
| position of the recumbent attitude, and it is now 
|merely discovered to be unable to get up. 
| When slings are used to lift the subject of this 
|accident the cow may sometimes be able to take 

weight on the hind limbs, but in the majority of 
cases the hind part is not supported by the limbs, 
| but hangs an inert mass necessitating the immediate 
lowering of the animal on to the ground again. 
The condition has been observed most frequently 
| just after calving, but it is also met with long after 
| that event, and results from fracture of the sym- 
|physis pubis or through the pubis parallel to the 
'symphysis; in this district such a cow is said to 
| have “split her aitches.” The only reference to this 
accident that I can find is in Henry Thompson's 
Veterinary Lectures. In the case quoted by Mr. 
Thompson the cow fell down’a quarry and fractured 





|the pubis. The cow was put into slings, the two 
'hind legs were buckled together, and she made a 


good recovery. Most cases that 1 have met with 
have happened in the shed, on concrete floors 
usually, and have been much too grave to be helped 
by slings or buckling. 

I have been called to two cows the subjects of 
this accident this year. The first was a Kerry cow 
calved one day and found with the legs straddled 
out and unable to rise. Slings were used to her on 
three occasions but were found to be useless, and 
she died within a week, 

The other case was in a good shorthorn cow in 
full profit. When I arrived at the farm I found 
the cow lying on the concrete passage between two 
rows of cows. Her posture was normal and she 
looked quite bright, but she could not get up. The 
cowman had found the patient with both hind legs 
out at right angles to the body, and had loosed her 
chain when she struggled from her place into the 
grip and to the passage. I told the owner that 
the cow had split her aitches. ‘I was afraid of it,” 





will be done by Government veterinary surgeons 
alone, while, under the first, it is probable that some | 
would fall to the share of private practitioners. 


he replied, “and I will send for the butcher at 
once;” a course to which I fully concurred. A 
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few days after I met the owner, and he told me 
that when the man came to kill the cow he was 
afraid to use the humane killer in the byre, so he 
put a rope on the cow and pulled her ouside, when 
she promptly jumped up, and as the owner was not 
then at home they did not care to kill her, but put 
put her in a box for the night. Next morning the 
cow was found with the hind legs straddled out again 
and unable to rise, but during the day she got up 
and stood for some time, but when she again went 
down, as she could not get up some hours after, the 
owner had her killed, and he told me that she made 
a fine carcase of beef, but that there was a lot of 
bloody stuff in the meat below the aitch bones. 
It is possible that this cow might have recovered if 
she had been put into slings and had the legs 
buckled, as Mr. Thompson suggests. As a rule, 
immediate slaughter is the best advice to give. 


Two CASES OF TUBERCULOSIS IN THE Doa. 


A bull dog, eighteen months old, which had been 
previously quite healthy, was noticed to be getting 
thin, had lost its usual gaiety, and when taken for 
a walk, instead of playing about as he used to do, 
flopped down after he had gone a certain distance 
and refused to go farther. The appetite was only 
slightly diminished at this time. Nothing abnor- 
mal could be detected on examining the heart and 
lungs. The miucous membranes were pale, and a 
course of Parish’s syrup and cod liver oil was given. 

The dog continued to get thinner, and there was 
no improvement in other respects. He was very 
listless, the appetite was less, and occasionally 
diarrhoea was present. I suggested that the dog 
might have tuberculosis, and soon afterwards I was 

uested to take him away and do my best for 
him, and if there was no likelihood of saving the 
animal to destroy him. 

A few days after the dog’s admission, on palpa- 











ting the abdomen deeply, nodules were detected 
through the now thin abdominal wall. The dog 
was destroyed, and on making a post-mortem many 
of the mesenteric glands were found to be greatly 
enlarged and caseous, and a scraping from one of 
these showed innumerable tubercle bacilli. 

A photo of the patient a few days before his 
destruction is enclosed. I think that his gaunt 
face is suggestive of great distress. 

Case II. A black Pom., eight years old, had 
for a long time been noticed to have had difficulty 
or discomfort in swallowing pieces of meat or 
biscuit; the animal was also observed to be losing 
flesh ; occasionally there was a cough. On exam- 
ining the dog I found the mouth and fauces normal; 
on passing a sound into the stomach the dog 
showed a good deal of pain when the instrument 
reached the thorax. As no relief was afforded by 
the various palliatives tried the dog was put away. 

On making a post-mortem the bronchial glands 
were found to form a big caseous mass, and there 
was a well-defined encapsuled tubercular area in 
the right lung lying against the gland. 

As to the source of contagion in these cases, the 
bull dog belonged to the daughter of an hotel pro- 
prietor, and it was very frequently in the bar, 
where it could have been contaminated by licking 
in the spitoons. 

The Pom. was the property of a lady in the 
country, where, so far as was known, tuberculosis 
was absent from the human beings and animals of 


| the establishment. 











ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS 


THe DriaGnosis or Bovine ANTHRAX. 


Prof. Hess, of Bern, who has had great experience 
in the diagnosis of anthrax, has published (Deutsche 
Tier Woch.) an article upon it. In this he de- 
scribes the post-mortem appearances in bovine 
anthrax, and calls attention to two characteristic 
lesions which have not hitherto been described. 
The first is the peculiar smell of anthrax carcases. 
The second is hemorrhage into the ovaries. 

The smell, which is present in many cases, is a 
mawkish stale odour which differs both from the 
smell of putrefaction and that of black-quarter. It 
is not clearly demonstrable when the carcase is 
opened early. About three hours after death it 
disappears, and gives place to the smell of putre- 
faction. After evisceration has been carried out, 
the odour is noticed very distinctly on the walls of 
the belly and in the empty abdominal cavity. 

Hemorrhage into the ovaries is never absent in 
bovine anthrax. The testicles regularly show 
venous congestion and spot-like hamorrhages. 
The ovaries are more or less enlarged, and always 
show hemorrhagic infarcts. An ovary bearing 4 
corpus luteum verum or a fresh corpus luteum 
spurium always shows more marked lesions than 
one with a corpus albicans. The hemorrh 
take place under the ovarian capsule into 
stroma, into the Graafian follicles, and into the 
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ow-body. In acute anthrax and in “ inocula- 
tion-anthrax’’ the ovary may show the aspect of a 
small hemorrhagic lump, the sectional surface of 
which is uncommonly rich in blood and soft, while 
the ovarian stroma is no longer discernable. The 
anthrax bacillus can regularly be demonstrated in 
the ovaries, unmistakeably and in great numbers. 

Demonstration of the bacilli should never be 
neglected in the establishment of the diagnosis. 
It is not yet completely settled whether a positive 
result of the precipitin test absolutely establishes 
the diagnosis. As is well known, if several days 
elapse between the section and the bacteriological 
examination, or if ,the material sent to the bacteri- 
ologist is injudiciously selected and badly packed, 
the anthrax bacilli may be overcrowded by putre- 
factive bacilli or disappear. Wulff, in recent times, 
has recommended the marrow of bones—the meta- 
carpal or metatarsal bones with the os suffraginis— 
as a part of the body in which anthrax bacilli live 
long, and which is therefore better suited for in- 
vestigation than others. In numerous cases he 
has demonstrated anthrax bacilli culturally from 
the bone marrow, even in carcases which had 
already been buried for a long time, and in which 
it was impossible to demonstrate the bacilli in 
other parts. If these assertions are proved to be 
absolutely justified, they will constitute a sub- 
stantial advance in our knowledge regarding the 
diagnosis of anthrax.—(Munch. Tier Woch). 


THe Use or ETHER IN PERITONITIS. 


George de Tarnowsky, of Chicago, reports (Zen- 
trabl. f. Gyndkologie) his experience of ether-therapy 
in 30 cases of human peritonitis. The method 
adopted was as follows: After removal of the dead 
tissue and the pus the abdominal cavity was 
lightly swabbed, and one litre of ether was intro- 
duced into it, care being taken to ensure extensive 
contact of the ether with the intestines. 

After from two to five minutes the ether was 
soaked up with sponges and the abdominal cavity 
was closed, with the exception of a small opening 
left for drainage. Resorption took place slowly. 
The patients lay from six to twelve hours without 
pain and more or less unconscious ; the breathing 
was deep, the pulse strong and slow, and there was 
no vomiting. Under this treatment no death 
occurred in the 30 cases of localised and general 
peritonitis. Drainage was only carried out in the 
cases of general peritonitis.—(Miinch. Tier. Woch.) 


HypoperMA EgQut. 


Scheferling records (Zeitschr f. Veterinirk) the 
following case. The subject was a Hanoverian 
officer's horse, five years old. On the back, in the 
saddle region, this animal showed three swellings 
about the size of walnuts, which were painful. 
When being ridden, the horse distinctly cringed. 
Two of the swellings felt doughy, while the third 
had a firm consistence. The first two were opened : 
and each gave exit to a larva of Hypoderma equi 
along with yellowish-white pus. The larve had a 
grey-white colour, and were about 19 millimetres 


long. The diameter amounted to 7 millimetres. A 
larva was also extracted from the third swelling by 
simple pressure with the finger. 

After the hair had been cut away and the back 
cleansed, a number of circular openings with sharply 
cut edges could be found in different laces in the 
skin; and larve, which were situated in the sub- 
cutis, were extruded through these holes by pres- 
sure. After treatment consisted merely of a 
thorough cleansing of the skin in the saddle region. 
After three weeks the horse could again be ridden. 
—(Munch. Tier Woch.) 


THE YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


[NationaL V.M.A.—Norruern Branca). 


The annual meeting was held at the Hotel Metropole, 
Leeds, on Friday, the 29th January, at 4 p.m., when the 
chair was occupied by the President, Mr. W. Crawford, 
of Leeds, and the following members were present :— 
Messrs. G. E. Bowman, G. C. Barber, F. Somers, S. 
Wharam, Leeds; J. W. Davidson, Wetherby: P. 
Deighton, Selby ; J. A. Hodgman, M. Robinson, Barns- 
ley ; H. M. Holland, Keighley ; J. W. Lazenby, Tad- 
caster ; P. Thexton, Pontefract ; H. Walpole, Whixley ; 
H. Wood, Thirsk ; J. Clarkson, Garforth, Hon. Sec., 
and A. McCarmick, Leeds, Hon. Treas. 

Apologies for absence were read from Messrs. F. W. 
Garnett, A. W. Mason, H. Sumner, J. Abson, and J. 
McKinna. 

On the proposition of Mr. Robinson, seconded by 
Mr. Somers, the minutes of the last meeting were taken 
as 3 

CoRRESPON DENCE. 


A letter was read from Capt. Pawlett, 2 member of 
the Society, who is engaged on active service in France 
in connection with the Army Veterinary Corps, thank- 
ing the members for the congratulatory message they 
had conveyed to him on the occasion of his being men- 
tioned in dispatches recently. The letter gave an in- 
teresting account of Capt. Pawlett’s experiences at the 
front and the work he is doing. 

Correspondence from Mrs. Moore, the organiser of 
the fund for supplying comferts to officers, non-com- 
missioned officers and men connected with the Army 
Veterinary Corps, in which she acknowledged the re- 
ceipt of the cheque for £10 voted by the Society to the 
Fund and stating how grateful the recipients were, and 
how immensely the comforts were appreciated. 

A letter from Mr. Douglas, a relative by marriage of 
the late Mr. Pratt, one of the founders of the Society, 
enclosing a photograph of the deceased gentleman as a 
gift to the Society whose interests he had always had 
so much at heart. 

On the proposition of Mr. McCarmick, it was decided 
that the photograph should be framed and hung in a 
conspicuous position in the room reserved to the Society 
for its meetings, also that the Secretary be instructed 
to write Mr. Douglas thanking him for the gift of the 
photograph. 

The Secretary drew attention to a circular which had 
been drawn up by the Royal — of Veterinary 
Surgeons, appeeling to members of the profession to 
join the Army Veterinary Corps, and including a 
schedule of the terms of service, pay, allowances for 
kit, etc. It was pointed out that the Royal College 
asked the Society to take up the matter of distributing 





the circular amongst the veterinary surgeons in York- 
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shire, and a resolution was asked for to enable the 
Secretary to deal with the matter. : . 

Mr. Somers inquired if the members in Yorkshire 
had not already been circularised, and the Secretary 
replied that a private appeal had been sent out to mem- 
bers by Mr. Mason, but no ‘appeal had hitherto been 
made from the Royal College. . 

Mr. Rosrnson proposed, and Mr. Deighton seconded, 
that the members of the Society and all other practi- 
tioners . ee gemma be circularised with the 
Ro 1 appeal. 

ec stated that about twenty members were already 
serving with the Army Veterinary Corps, and this was 
regarded as a highly creditable proportion. 

A letter of resignation was read from Mr. F. W. 
Clough, in which he stated he was sorry to sever his 
connection with the Society, but felt compelled to do 
so as he saw no prospect of his illness improving. Mr. 
Bowman proposed that the resignation be accepted 
with regret and that a letter be sent to Mr. Clough ex- 

ressing the Society’s extreme sorrow at the prospect of 
osing so excellent a member. Mr. Somers seconded 
and this was carried. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
By W. CrawForbD, M.R.C.V.S. 


At the outset the President said he wished to express 
to the members his warmest thanks for the honour 
they had bestowed upon him in electing him tbeir Pre- 
sident for the current year. The Society had completed 
its jubilee and was now starting on the second portion 
towards the completion of its hundred years existence. 
In his opinion it was oy! as strong as any 
other provincial branch of the National Veterinary 
Association. When he looked back over the list of past 

residents who had occupied the position during the 
ourteen years he had been in Yorkshire it caused him 
to feel how little he had himself done to deserve the 
honour conferred upon him, but he hoped his short- 
comings would be forgotten, especially in view of the 
fact that it was difficult to fill a position with success 


when following immediately, as he did, a past President | i 


of the Royal College, and one who conducted the meet- 
ings in so able a manner. 

That able and respected gentleman was now devoting 
his ability and efficiency to another sphere, namely, in 
helping his country in its time of need. What a dis- 
appointment it must have been to Capt. Abson when 
looking forward to act as the Society’s representative at 
the International Congress of Veterinary Surgeons, to 
see so sudden a termination of the arrangements. They 
still owed their thanks to him for being prepared to 
act for the interests of the Society, although the arrange- 
ments for the Congress had so unhappily fallen through. 
The International Congress was the first to be held in 
this country, though it had received its origin and con- 
ception in Britain. Never had the feeling between 
veterinary surgeons in the different nations been of so 
friendly a character, and the veterinary surgeons of 
Great Britain had made gallant efforts to render the 
Congress a great success. Under these circumstances 
it was a deplorable thing that so sudden a termination 
to their prospects and arrangements should have taken 
place. And now, when could they look forward to 
a re-union in England during the present genera- 
tion 

When the war broke out in August the number of 
horses was very largely drawn upon, and was still being 
drawn upon for army pu s. This would have a 
tendency to reduce the incomes of veterinary surgeons, 
and it was for them a serious matter to consider 
whether the horses taken from private traders would be 
replaced by trade motors. Many veterinary surgeons 
had left their practices to join the Army Veterinary 





Corps at great sacrifice to themselves and it was to be 
hoped that on their return to civil life clients would 
bear in mind the sacrifices they had made and would 
see to it that they were not still further injured by the 
substitution of motors where horses had previously been 
utilised. 

From the actions which took place in the early opera- 
tions of the war it was thought that the cavalry would 
play an important part. But at present they do not 
appear to be in great request, and the horses had con- 
sequently been obtaining a good rest preparatory to the 
great move forward. Perhaps this was as well, for 
where could the supply possibly be obtained to keep 
up the steady replacement of mounts during a war on 
such a scale if it lasted for one or two years ? 

As regards the horses used for artillery purposes, they 
were as necessary as ever in spite of the introduction of 
motor traction, and therefore it would seem that in the 
future the number of horses employed in this branch 
would have to be increased rather a decreased. If 
this were so, more veterinary surgeons would be re- 
quired for the permanent Army, and this would open 
out a larger field for the newly qualified man. Again, 
would there not have to be more attention paid to the 
breeding of army remounts and the supply Bate for 
the Army? For in comparing France, for instance, 
with our own country it would be found that while 
France spent £300,000 annually for this purpose we in 
this country spent only £4,000. What was wanted was 
some influential “ horse” friend at the head of affairs to 
urge this forward. 

The veterinary profession had responded well to the 
call of the army, but still more men were wanted. It 
was, however, a matter of some disappointment when 
they found that only 50 per cent. of the men recently 

ualified had offered their services, for they were just 
the men who might be expected to join. They must 
consider the question as to how the requisite number of 
veterinary surgeons was to be made up. In a district 
where there were two men, both physically fit and of 
about the same age, who could not agree which of them 
—— to go, the best method of settling the question, 
in his (the President’s) view, was for them to draw lots 
to decide which should help the army, and which should 
do the work of both practices during the absence of his 
colleague. If that sort of thing were done in both town 
and country the number of veterinary surgeons required 
would very soon be obtained. In addition to that, it 
might be the means of increasing the friendship and 
fraternal feeling between practitioners, which did not 
appear in some districts to be all that it might be. Col. 

ason, at their previous meeting, had made a very 
special appeal to the members to join the West Riding 

nits, and a few recruits had come forward, but he (the 
President) hoped that still more would see their way to 
offering their services. 

The reading of the report of the last Council meeting 
formed interesting reading, and the new Fellowshi 
degree which had been established would be welcom 
| all. A change in this degree has been very desir- 
able for some time t, and it was to be hoped even 
now that where still further improvement could be 
made some of their able Councillors would see to it, and 
so keep up the Fellowship degree to a high standard. 

There was prospect that the new Bill which had been 
so long on the way might very soon become law, and he 
eg veterinary surgeons would universally welcome 
it, if for no other reason than that of helping the 
finances of the Royal Veterinary College. Questions 
had occasionally been asked as to what would be done 
with the money, but the Council would find plenty of 
use for it, as they were at present seriously handicapped 
for want of funds. 

Reviewing some of the contagious diseases, a a 
improvement has been noted in some of them. ’ 
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among these was glanders. which in recent years had 
been practically eliminated from the City of London, 
and with the city, the country. Horses-lived now under 
greatly improved conditions in comparison with the 
conditions as they existed, for instance, at the time of 
the “bus” era. This improvement in conditions, in 
conjunction with the maillein test, had probably exer- 
cised a great effect. Outbreaks of the disease were 
perhaps still liable to occur in coal pits, and particularly 
so where ponies were imported from the continent, but 
by taking the precaution to make the test before the 

nies were allowed to go down the pit, this danger 

been reduced to a minimum. 

Parasitic mange, since the Order of 1911 making it a 
notifiable disease, had been almost stamped out, and it 
was rare nowadays to see a horse in the streets with 
any trace of the complaint. Although 5 a almost 
every horseman in every town had declared he could 
eure the disease in his own way, yet it way not until 
the veterinary surgeon obtained contro] that the stables 
had been freed from it. The introduction of the taxi- 
cab had probably removed a class of horse that was 
very liable to act as a “carrier” of the disease, but 
better feeding had also had its effect. 

The Tuberculosis Order had, since its introduction, 
been of greater interest to the country than to the town 

titioner, and though it was at present suspended it 
oy long enough in force to show that it was of 

tical use to the community. Owners of animals 
were often reluctant to allow their animals to be tested, 
-and this reluctance might perhaps be better overcome 
if the compensation granted were on a more liberal 
scale. This would ensure the co-operation of the owner 
towards the success of the Act. ; 

Outbreaks of the foot-and-mouth disease had been 
very frequent. Outbreaks often appeared to spring 
from different origins, and it was very difficult to trace 
exactly in what manner it came to be introduced into 
different parts of the country. He himself thought 
that a possible explanation might be that the straw 
used for packing on the continent was frequently, after 
being unpacked in this country. utilised for manure on 
the land, or for bedding in the sheds. This disease, 
however, was easily got under control by the help of 
the present regulations of the Board of Agriculture. 

Swine fever, on the other hand, did not appear to 
lose its hold in this country by wholesale slaughter, 
and year after year there was an increase in the number 
of outbreaks and the number of pigs ordered to be 
slaughtered. It was to be hoped that the experiments 
which the Board of Agriculture were carrying out 
would do away with this wholesale slaughter. If only 
the pigs could be made immune for a few months the 
country would greatly benefit. He (the President) 
sometimes wondered whether the infection could be 
carried by means of sacks, as if so, this must be a great 
source of the trouble in many parts of the country, but 
there were other districts in which a miller’s sack was 
never seen. Rats were great “carriers,” and no one 
knew how far they might travel after a piggery had 
been cleared out. In his opinion lay inspectors, police 
officers, etc., might be less widely employed, and full 
Seaver be given to qualified veterinary surgeons to act as 


supervisors in prescribed districts. 

Before closing his address the President said that he 
had been glad to learn from Mrs. Moore that by the 
spring of this year the various veterinary hospitals and 
sections with the Expeditionary Force would number 


over 10,000 officers, non-commissioned officers and men 
serving with the Veterinary Corps in France. He 
| rm to anyone who could, to contribute to the 
be forts Fund” which Mrs. Moore had established, 
and which he thought they ought to regard as a fund 
they were especially answerable to. 





In conclusion, the President referred to the fact of 
the annual dinner having been abandoned this year in 
consequence of the war, ani said that they would be all 
the better able to enjoy it when the good news came 
across of that final victory they all looked forward to. 
That they might all be able to meet before the end of 
1915 to celebrate the occasion was his sincerest hope. 

Mr. CLARKSON proposed a hearty vote of thanks to 
the President for his very illuminating address, and 
this, on being seconded by Mr. Somers, was carried with 
acclamation. 

[INTERESTING CASES, 

Mr. DEIGHTON referred to the case of a young mare 
he had at present under his care which was suffering 
from a swelling on the stifle joint. The mare was un- 
broken and in very fresh good condition. The swelling 
was treated, but unfortunately it removed into the 
other stifle joint and into the leg, and the animal 
suffered a great deal of pain. The temperature was 
from 103° to 104°, with quick pulse and breathing, and 
a good deal of perspiration. The appetite was good. 
The animal was in the habit of lying down a good deal, 
and could only be got up with a jerky movement of 
each hind leg, more particularly the off hind leg. After 
administering slight purges he had treated the mare 
with salicylate of soda. er skin was acting well and 
she sweated a little but not much. There was the 
sound of a slight click in the leg. The mare was being 
broken in when she started to be ill and had done no 
work of any description. The owner thought she had 
hurt her back with galloping in the field, but that was 
not his own opinion, his diagnosis being acute rheu- 
matism with kidney trouble. The mare’s urine wasa 
little thicker than it should be, but its colour was 
ordinary. 

Mr. Bowman and others thought the symptoms 
clearly pointed to rheumatism. 

Mr. WHARAM mentioned two cases of parasitic 
mange he had come across in the city of Leeds which 
he characterised as the worst he had ever seen. He re- 
ported the matter to the authorities, and Mr. Bowman 
went along with him to see them. The horses were 
not only emaciated but were really in such a bad state 
that if left to themselves they would worry themselves 
and catch hold of portions of their skin and bite at it. 
The same day as he made his inspection with Mr. Bow- 
man the animals were ordered to be slaughtered, though 
the owner had only recently obtained one of them. He 
(Mr. Wharam) thought this matter opened up a big 
subject. It was not perhaps quite a suitable time to 
introduce new legislation, but the point might be con- 
sidered whether it was not just as desirable to have 
veterinary inspection of stables as of cow sheds. It 
had been brought to his knowledge that horses had 
been kept in some cases for weeks in stables that were 
quite unfit to keep any horse in, and there were many 
such places all over the country. Horse boxes on the 
railways were not disinfected as well as they might be. 
Some people appeared to think that horses could live 
anywhere and go anywhere, and were not liable to take 
disease in the same way as cattle or human beings. 
Such a state of things required remedying. ’ 

Mr. Bowman endorsed Mr. Wharam’s account of the 
terrible condition of the two herses suffering from 
mange. His own opinion, in fact, was that it was the 
worst case of cruelty to animals he ever saw in his life. 
But the owner apparently had been ill and was a client 
of a veterinary surgeon who had gone to the war, and 
under the circumstances it was thought the best thing 
would be to do away with the horses and leave the mat- 
ter to rest there. The animals were in great agony, bit- 
ing skin and hair off their sides. 
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Mr. CriarKson inquired whether the parasite had 
been isolated, but Mr. Wharam said he had not done 
this, as he was perfectly satisfied. 

r. THEXTON drew attention to five or six cases of 
biliary influenza he had had amongst Canadian re- 
mounts, and said he would like to inquire what ex- 

rience members had had of influenza vaccine. He 

imself had been rather tempted to try it in the cases 
in question. The symptoms were extreme languor with 
almost no appetite at all and a persistently high tem- 
ogres ranging from 106° to 108°. In one case this 
igh temperature had been kept up for 8 to 9 days. 
The membrana nictitans was very deeply injected with 
a bad liver colour, the mouth was somewhat soapy, and | 
was constipation sometimes, and sometimes a | 

little diarrhoea, especially after 4 or 5 days. The pulse 
was rather weak, ranging from 60 to 80. His treat- 
ment had been daily injections of nuclein, with occa- 
sional quinine and nux vomica, and sometimes two 
drachms of aloes if the constipation was bad, in order 
to stimiate the bowels and liver. He wondered in such 
cases whether to leave the traditional treatment alone 
and treat with the vaccines that were now so much in 
vogue. No deaths had occurred amongst the horses, 
but some of them had approached very near the border 


ne. 
Mr. Ropinson (Barnsley) thought it would. be rather 


remarkable if a horse kept up a temperature of 108°| bl 


for 8 or 9 days, as Mr. Thexton had stated. 

Mr. THEXxTON replied that the temperature varied 
from 106° to 108°. It would be about 107° practically 
the whole time, sometimes a little above and at other 
times a little below. He had met with a similar out- 
break amongst some hunters a few years ago and he 
had designated it a biliary influenza. They all recovered, 


but it had taken a very long time to get them right | good 


again. He had had a lot of experience of ordinary 
catarrhal cases, but not severe ones. 

Mr. WALPOLE said he had used the influenza vaccine 
with unfortunate consequences on one occasion. He 
thought he was going to be rather clever and astonish 
the owner with a rapid recovery, but unfortunately the 
vaccine was septic. He had had it for only a short 
time, probably about two months, and it was therefore 
not quite fresh, but it was properly sealed up. He 
made an injection inthe neck taking all due precautions, 
but about 24 hours afterwards the neck began to swell. 
In looking for some loophole to explain the phenomenon 
he thought it was a case of purpura after influenza. 
However, the horse died. 

Mr. THEXTON asked if the vaccine had been used as 
a curative and not as a preventive, and 

Mr. WALPOLE replied that it was used as a curative. 
He would not mention where he had obtained the vac- 
cine but it was from a well known firm. He had tried 
the vaccine treatment previously but could not say that 
the results were better than with ordinary treatment. 
He had not used it since because he had been afraid to 


80. 

Mr. CLARKSON stated that in America they were at 
the present time using the vaccine very largely as a 

ventive. Probably the Canadian horses had already 

n treated with the vaccine before they were shipped 
over to this country. 

Mr. Bowman remarked that if it was a fact that 
most of the Canadian horses had been injected before 
arrival in this country the treatment had evidently not 
— very smetaiaial as he had had as many as 40 

down at once out of 150 with the same kind of 
nasal catarrh. Some of the cases were exactly like the 


“pink-eye” complaint which prevailed among horses 
some years ago. Their eyes became swollen and ap- 
peared to turn a sort of pinkish colour, with the mem- 

much injected. Three or four of the 





rane very 
animals had died, but they were fortunate in not losing 





more. In the case of two of the horses that died there 
was a lot of fluid on the chest. Another thing which 
seemed to be prevalent among Canadian horses was a 
kind of skin pox, very different from ringworm, which 
broke out in ae sometimes on the sides and seme- 
times on the back. He thought it must be due to fun- 
gus or parasite of some description. 

Mr. CLARKSON expressed the opinion that it was 
acne. 

Mr. WALPOLE referred to a case of a varicose vein 
the size of an orange in one of the metatarsal veins ofa 
horse. He could press it away with his finger but 
directly he took the pressure off it came back again. 
He did not know whether these were common or 
not, but he himself had not come across such a case 
before. 

Mr. CLARKSON said he had had a similar case, but in 
a different situation, in a cow some years ago. He did 
not see the animal alive. The aneurism was on the 
inside of the cows’s leg, about the size of a walnut, and 
the owner thinking it was an abscess determined to 
to lance it, with the result that the cow bled to death. 

Mr. WALPOLE mentioned that Mr. Edmondson, of 
Harrogute, had very nearly lost a pony when operating 
upon it with a lance for frye! He had no doubt 
there must have been some varicose condition in that 
=. for the animal very nearly died from loss of 


Mr. CLARKSON instanced the case of a young horse 
he had seen at the slaughter-house a few days pre- 
viously, which showed the largest collection of pus in 
the guttural pouches he had ever seen. It was a four- 
year-old light horse which was so thin that it appeared 
to have hardly a scrap of flesh on it. There was a great 
number of strongyles in addition. The lungs were 


The PRESIDENT, who knew the history of the horse 
explained that it was a young fresh horse which had 
gone to Sheflield from s. As it was stated to be 
short in “puff” it was sent back to Leeds by rail 
whence it walked with difficulty to the owner’s place. 
Next day he was called in to see the horse as it was 
“choking.” He found the horse roaring very badly, 
and it seemed to have paralysis of the throat. He 
treated the horse with poultices, and there was the 
usual sub-maxillary swelling. A lot of pus was got 
away, but afterwards the face began to swell and little 
abscesses began to form round the nose. The horse 
kept on drinking gruel for about a week, and strange to 
say, he was always informed that the horse made no 
feeces. He, however, one day saw it himself, and after- 
wards the horse became comfortable and stopped roar- 
ing. A day or two afterwards, however, the horse died. 
The pulse was always just about normal, and the 
temperature never above 102°. 

Mr. CLARKSON mentioned that he found a lar 
white clot in the same horse extending down the 
posterior aorta, about a yard in length, and quite as 
thick as a finger. 

Mr. DetGHTon said he had a young horse coming two 
years old with a wound on its loin, in the thick muscles, 
about five inches from the spine. He had probed the 
wound but could not find anythirg. Another gentle- 
man had yore had the horse under his care, and 
he himself had on q been treating it for the last fort- 


night. The wound discharged ve tly, and had 
done so for some time, but he could find nothing. He 
imagined it must have been stabbed with a steel Fork 


Mr. CLARKSON suggested that probabl 11 pie 
of skin might have Cine diven a dates, 
Mr. WHaRaM inquired how thick was the probe used, 
and the reply was, “about as thick as a pencil.” 
_ Mr. wpe heey th that it _ just possible the 
sinus m. wist, an might the reason wh 
Mr. Deighton found difficulty. . 7 
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Mr. WHaraM thought a very thin probe, used gently, 
would be the best to nse in the circumstances. 

Mr. CLARKSON suggested a gum elastic probe which, 
when left in for a little time, would soften and follow 
the course of the sinus. 

Mr. DeicHTon pointed out that his difficulty was 
that he was afraid to go —_ far down as he would be 
in t danger of touching the spine. 

r. CLARKSON said he Saad once come across a calf 
that had been injured in some way unknown, and a 
considerable amount of discharge was made from the 
wound. It was decided to open, and when this was 
done he put his finger in and brought out a crumpled 
muscle; thereupon he went a little farther until he had 
taken out from underneath the skin fully two feet of 
broken down muscular tissue. He scraped out the 
wound and cleaned it, and the calf got well, but it was 
quite down on one side with the loss of the muscles. 

Mr. WHaraM then referred to two cases he had had 
lately of mares that had been hunted for a number of 
years and then put to the horse. Each of them was 

to be in foal, but as it happened it turned out 
to be abdominal dropsy. The animals were eventually 
slaughtered, and unfortunately he was unable to make 

-mortems, but get some information about them 
ea the man who cut them up. In neither case was 
there any foal, but a tremendous amount of straw- 
coloured fluid in the abdominal cavity. The body of 
one of the mares could be lifted up, and the fluid could 
be heard swing about in the abdomen. The legs began 
to swell too. He was himself uncertain as to the cause, 
but in each instance the knacker’s man had said he 
could not find anything wrong except the heart. The 
mares had gone down in condition comparatively with 
what they had been when hunting. They were not 
emaciated at first but became so later on. 

Mr. BowMAN moved a vote of thanks to the gentle- 
men who had introduced the interesting cases. 

Mr. McCarMick seconded, and this was carried. 

Mr. McCarmick proposed a vote of thanks to the 
President for his conduct in the chair. 

Mr. WHARAM seconded, and this was also carried. 

During the course of the meeting a letter was read 
from Mr. A. Ellison, of Harrogate, who is serving with 
the Army Veterinary Corps at the front, in which he 
stated that the chief troubles met with among horses 
are pneumonia, catarrh, and skin diseases. 


J. Cuarkson, Hon. Sec. 








LANCASHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
[NationaL V.M.A. Nortuern Brancu]. 


A special meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, 
Manchester, on Thursday, 18th Feb. Mr. W.A. Taylor, 
r, being elected to preside. There were pre- 
sent : Messrs. Clarkson, Woods, Spruell, Hopkin, Dar- 
enemas, Whitehead Bailey, Ingram, Eastwood, 
ven, Bibby, Wolstenholme, Brittlebank, Priestner, 

and Col. Kay- A.D.v.8s. (Western Command). 
ies for absence were received from Messrs. 
Garnett, Annett, McKinna, Blackhurst, Pillers, Sumner, 

Lloyd, Packman, and W. G. Burndred. 

meeting was summoned to consider the circular 
dated January, 1915, from the Royal College of Veter- 


Surgeons re “ The shor of veterinary surgeons 
fie Ave e us a 


y. 

After Mr. Brittlebank had read the circular referred 
to, the Chairman said all were aware that there is a 
in connection with the supply of veterinary 

officers to the Army at the present time, and the Royal 
— was desirous of seeing what could be done to 


is shortage 


He did not know that anyone in Manchester had had 
any experience as to how other Societies had tackled 
the subject, but the Hon. Secretary for the Yorkshire 
V.M.A., Mr. Clarkson, was present and he would, no 
doubt, be able to say what they had done. 

Mr. CLARKSON stated that the circular arrived just 
before the ordinary meeting of their Society so it was 
discussed, and he was instructed to send circulars to 
the whole of their members and to all members of the 
profession in Yorkshire. The Society recognised the 
absolute necessity of as many members joining as 
possible. It was felt tuat members might institute 
Joint action to prevent overlapping. T’ ey had 75 mem- 
bers and 21 of these were on active service. So far, as 
a result of his circular, one man had joined and had 
handed over his practice to a neighbouring practitioner 
who would hand it back at the end of the war. He 
suggested that the Lancashire Society should circularise 
their members similarly. 

Mr. BriTrLeBaNk read a circular relating to a meet- 
ing on Feb. 4th of the Border Counties V.M.S., when 
it was resolved to hold an adjourned meeting on Feb. 
13th, to consider the following draft resolutions :— 

1. All veterinary surgeons practising in the Border 
Counties will be invited to give an undertaking that, 
in the event‘of a brother practitioner leaving his prac- 
tice to serve his country, they will not seek toretain any 
of his clients. 

2. That they will, when acting on his behalf, charge 
only working expenses to their brother practitioner. 

3. That the Society will, in the event of any veter- 
inary surgeon thus leaving his practice, circularise his 
clients informing them of this fact. 

Mr. BritTLEBANK said he had discussed this matter 
with Mr. Garnett, President of the R.C.V.S., who had 
= full permission to read the above proposals, and 

ad no doubt they would be passed without any alter- 
ation. 

Mr. Woops had not very great hopes of a consider- 
able number of veterinary surgeons joining, from the 
fact that a great many had joined or are doing work 
for the Army in one way or another. Take Manches- 
ter for instance, three of the Corporation veterinary 
surgeons and four civilian surgeons had joined—making 
a total of seven from one town. With regard to Wigan, 
he asked his own assistant to volunteer and he did so, 
another fellow practitioner is now in Egypt, this made 
two out of five serving. He knew several in Lancashire 
who had left practices without anyone to look after 
them. He did not want to be considered as throwing 
cold water on the scheme, but if Lancashire does not 
seem to respond it is not because she does not want, 
but because she has responded to a large extent. 

He would support Mr. Clarkson’s suggestion. It 
might be well to refer it to the Council and see if they, 
as a small working body, could not forward the scheme 
to some extent. 

Mr. WoLsSTENHOLME observed that part of some V.8’s. 
services are professional and part business only. For 
instance a shoeing forge is no part of the profession but 
requires a very great deal of attention and manage- 
ment. He did not see how a man could delegate that 
part of his dual capacity to another party. 

Mr. BLAKEMORE said he would have joined the army 
had it not been for his shoeing ferge. 

Mr. Brspy thought those who had spoken were from 
town practices, and the towns have responded well to 
the call. He was from a small town where there was 
no shoeing forge, and there are several veterinary sur- 
geons in the district. He did not see why some of 
these should not join. No one had gone from his dis- 
trict, and if arrangements could be made for outside 
practitioners to do the work of those who c to 
join, some in the country districts could be spared. If 





clients were informed by the Society that a certain 
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practitioner would attend to their work during the 
absence nf their own surgeon it would be accepted more 
readily than each man making their own arrangements. 

Dealing with the financial side of the question he 
had made enquiries concerning the total pay of £376 15s. 
mentioned in the circular, and understood that when 
expenses had been paid there was only about £2 10s. 
per week left, and this was insufficient. The field 
allowance of £54 15s. wants striking out, as it only 
applied to those serving abroad. he sum of £40 
would only come when the work had been done. He 
thought this required serious consideration. 

Mr. BrirTLeBANK explained that the statement of 
pay on the circular is really, under certain conditions, 
under-stated. He did not want to draw too glowing a 
picture of the conditions under which men serve, be- 
cause, after all, when a man joins he joins prepared to 
take the rough with the smooth; nor does he join 

rimarily, with the object of reaping pecuniary benefit, 
ut more or less as a public duty. 

The pay as stated of a lieutenant is £250 per annum. 
He did not intend to, indeed could not, enter upon any 
discussion as to whether this was adequate or not, he 
was simply there to state facts and to urge those who 
could see their way clear to join if they possibly could. 
He then proceeded to enumerate in detail the allow- 
ances to which a lieutenant in the A.V.C. would be 
entitled while serving in barracks or hutments. He 
explained that the ration allowance might vary in 
different commands, and the fuel and light allowance 
according to the season of the year. 

He thought that any man taking a commission would, 
at any rate while serving in this country, be entitled to 
the ns wet he had enumerated. In addition, there 
is £30 allowed for outfit and £7 10s. for camp kit, and 
the £40 which is payable at the end of twelve months 
if satisfactory. 

The question arises as to getting men in towns, but 
he did not think that the Director-General or anyone 
else expected every man to leave. There are, undoubt- 
edly, about the country certain men, not very many, 

- Reagent have already joined—who could, if they 
elt inclined, join the services, and their practices might 
be carried on by their brother practitioners. 

He thought the resolutions framed by the Border 
Counties V.M.A. to be excellent, and they might form 
the basis of resolutions to be accepted by the Lancashire 
Association, and sent out along with circulars to every 
veterinary surgeon resident within a radius of 50 miles 
of Manchester—excluding Yorkshire. 

Mr. TaYLor said they were honoured that night by 
the presence of Col. Kay-Lees, Assistant Director of 
Veterinary Services for the Western Command. The 
were pleased, as Englishmen, to see a real live Colonel, 
and he could assure their visitor that although some of 
them were getting on to the sere-and-yellow stage their 
hearts beat in the right direction, and if anything could 
be done to set free a brother pag to go to the 
front and make himself useful to His Majesty’s Forces 
they would be pleased to do it. 

Col. Kay-Lzzs thanked the members for their recep- 
tion of him. He had, however, come rather to make 
their acquaintance than to speak. There is, he said, a 
pe veterinary surgeons throughout the whole 
of England. 

He was glad to see that the veterinary branch of the 
Territorial Forces at the front are doing extremely well. 
A large number had gone, and more were wanted to fill 
up the brigades left behind and those being formed. 

e did not know much about pay, but that mentioned 
on the circular was for the field. Mr. Brittlebank is, he 
said, ostensibly in barracks. 

ey were grateful to those who had joined, but they 
wanted more. 





Mr. BreBey understocd that the £54 is only the ful} 
allowance in France, and not allowed to veterinary 
officers at home. 

Col. Kay-LzEs replied, that is because they get bar- 
rack allowance. 

Mr. Brssy asked, what is the home allowance ! 

Mr. BritTLeBANK said the figures he had given are 
the ration allowance. That is variable in different 
commands. 

Mr. Brepey thought that both the field and home 
allowance should be stated so that they could understand 
exactly what pay to expect. 

Mr. BRITTLEBANK repeated that the figures given are 
exactly what a man is entitied to, and they could take 
it as an absolute certainty that if they were not entitled 
to it they would not get it. 

Mr. TAYLor suggested that they should authorise 
the Council of the Association to draw up, without the 
necessity of calling a special meeting for endorsement, 
a circular on similar lines to the one issued by the 
Border Counties V.M.A., and send a copy to every 
veterinary surgeon within a fifty miles radius of Man- 
chester, excluding any portion which may come in 
Yorkshire, as that county was covered by the Yorkshire 
Association. He assured Col. Kay-Lees that anything 
the Lancashire Association could do to further the 
interests of the army they would be pleased to do. 

Mr. Hopkin proposed, and Mr. Darwell seconded, that 
the action suggested by Mr. Taylor be taken. This was 
carried unanimously. 

Mr. TayLor pointed out that the meeting was a 
special one, and as such no other business could be con- 
sidered, but with their permission he would allow Mr. 
Brittlebank to bring forward another matter. 


Tue A.V.C. Comrorts Funp. 


Mr. BritrLEBANK said that most Societies in the 
country have made donations to the Army Veterinary 
Corps Comforts Fund which has been so ably admin- 
istered by Mrs. Moore, and he felt that the Lancashire 
Association should de something. He therefore 
posed that a sum of £10 be granted from the funds of 
the Lancashire V.M.A. to the above Fund. Such sum 
should be ear-marked, half being devoted to men at 
home and the other half to men at the front. He made 
the appeal from his experience of men under his notice. 
They are civilians, and filled the place of men of the 
A.V.C. Their difficulties had been as great as any man 
could be asked to face. Many were poor and such 
assistance would be welcome. 

Mr. CLarKson said Mrs. Moore had already donea 
considerable amount for those at home. The Yorkshire 
Society has contributed £10 and had allotted it in the 
way mentioned by Mr. Brittlebank. He seconded the 
“.s (Carried.) 

e CHAIRMAN thanked Col. Kay-Lees and the mem- 
bers for their attendance. 
_ A vote of thanks to the Chairman closed the meet- 
ing. 


J. W. BrittLesBaNnk, Lieut. A.V.C., Hon. Sec. 





LINCOLNSHIRE AND DISTRICT 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
[NatronaL V.M.A. SouTHERN Brancu.] 


The annual meeting was held at the George Hotel, 
Grantham, on Thursday, Feb. 11. Lieut. C. W. 
Townsend, F.R.C.V.S., A.V.C., in the chair, also present: 
Messrs. J. Mackinder, Peterborough ; F.L.Gooch, Stam- 
ford ; R. W. Knowles, Wisbech ; and Tom Hicks, Sleaford, 
Hon. Sec. Letters or messages of regret for absence 
were received from Messrs. T. A. Rudkin, who was ill, 
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(C. Hartley, Geo. Lockwood, A. D. Lalor, F. H. Sugden, 
G. T. Willows, and on active service, from Capt. H. 
Westgate, W. K. Townson, C. Hartley, jun. A. R. 
Routledge, Harold C. Taylor, and T. B. Bindloss, who 
wrote from Aldershot. Lieut.-Col. Mason and Capt. 
J. L. C. Jones (Hornsea), also expressed their regrets 
at being unable to accept invitations to be present. 

The Hon. Sec. said he consulted the President as to 
the October meeting, but it was found impossible to 
hold it owing to the exigences of war time. 

The minutes of the June — were confirmed, on 
the motion of Mr. Knowles, seconded by Mr. Gooch. 

The Hon. Treasurer (Mr. T. Hicks) produced the 
annual balance sheet, remarking that they had had an 
expensive year, the disbursements amounting to £20 7s., 
but they were in a good financial position, having 
£33 3s. in the Bank, as against £38 2s. 3d. last year. 

Mr. Knowes: Are any of these expenses likely to 
oceur this year? 

Mr. Hicks: No; the donation of £5 5s. to the In- 
ternational Congress, and £1 to the delegates’ fee, were 
extra expenses. 

The balance sheet was adopted, on the proposition of 
Mr. Knowles, seconded by Mr. Gooch. 


ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 


The Hon. Sec. said the past year had witnessed 
many changes and trials in connection with the Society 
and the profession generally. He referred to the 
European war principally, and he thought the Society 
was to be congratulated on so many of its members 
having gallantly offered their services to the War Office, 
some at great inconvenience and pecuniary less. It was 
with regard to the latter point that he wished to call 
attention to the two circulars which were sent him by 
the War Office, and by Sir John M‘Fadyean to distri- 
bute to all veterinary surgeons, not only in the Society, 
but throughout the district, and he had sent special in- 
vitations out for that meeting. It was certainly their 
duty, as the Council pointed out, either alone or jointly 
with neighbouring practitioners, to carry on the prac- 
tice of a member of the profession who was serving 
in His Majesty’s Army. (Hea, hear). 

During the past year they hai lost several members 
and honorary members. Mr. W. G. B. Dickinson, of 
Grimsby, while examining horses for the Army, fell 
dead of syncope: Mr. W. Westgate, of Balsham, passed 
away in the summer ; and his own dear father (Mr. H. 
Hicks, of Metheringham) died of cancer in November. 
Two honorary members who had died were, perhaps, 
better known to most of them than himself—he alluded 
to Mr. Wm. Hunting, of London, and Mr. Henry Howse, 
of Linceln. 

They had all heard of the splendid work of Mr. 
Hunting, and especially of his services to the London 
County Council, for by his perseverance he eradicated 
the virulent disease of glanders from London and the 


The late Mr. Howse, of Lincoln, was considered the 
man of the Midlands, being very thorough in everything 
he undertook. 

In conclusion, Mr. Hicks congratulated all the mem- 
bers of the Society who had answered their country’s 
call, and wished them the best of luck fora safe return. 
(Hear, hear). 

>» PRESIDENT, in thanking Mr. Hicks, said the 
Association was in a flourishing condition. They were 
sorry to have lost so many members of the profession. 

could ill-afford the loss. He reterred especially 
to their confrére, Mr. Hunting, and, since their last 
meeting, of the loss of Mr. Howse and Mr. Dickinson. 
The latter had occupied the chair, and had done much 
good work fcr the Association, of which he was a strong 


A resolution of regret and expressing sympathy with 
the relatives of the dead members was orJered to 
recorded on the minutes. 

In an informal discussion the opinion was expressed 
that members would be only too willing to give assist- 
ance in the absence of practitioners who had gone up 
for service duty. 

The Hon. Sec. said that 14 members out of 40 were 
with the Army, viz., Messrs. C. W. Townsend (Presi- 
dent), Clarke, C. Hartley, jun., E. W. Parks, H. West- 
gate, F. J. Moon, W. K. Townson, H. C. Taylor, W. W. 
Lang, T. B. Bindloss, A. R. Routledge, Capt. Russell, 
A. W. Mason (Leeds), and Prof. Hobday. 

On the motion of Mr. Gooch, seconded by Mr. 
Knowles, the following resolution was carried :— 

“That a letter be sent to the Secretary of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, stating that 14 members 
of the Lincolnshire Society out of 40 have already 
joined the colours, and that the members remaining 
are willing to undertake the work of those on active 
service, or of any other practitioner willing to serve his 
country. 


RE-ELECTION OF OFFICERS : 
CONTINUITY OF MEETINGS. 


The officers were re-elected on the proposition of 
Mr. Mackinder, seconded by Mr. Knowles. 

On the question of holding the usual summer meeting 
at Peterborough, in June, 

Mr. Goocn said it was mentioned at Council that it 
was in the interests of the profession that meetings 
should be held, despite a-small attendance. If they 
had no meetings for twelve months it tended to 
disintegrate the society. 

The PRESIDENT agreed that they shovld keep up the 
continuity of the society, but small attendances were 
disappointing. The Scottish and other similar societies 
had discontinued their meetings. 

Mr. Goocn said it was proposed to curtail those of 
the Midland, but after the Council’s expression of 
opinion it had been decided to hold them. At Peter- 
borough they generally got the best attendance, while 
the North Lincolnshire meetings were poorly attended. 

The Hon. Secretary said he was in favour of 
“meetings as usual,” and it was decided to hold the 
Peterborough meeting in June. 

The PRESIDENT, in returning thanks for the honour 
done him in re-electing him, said he thought they 
should have someone else, as he might be away with his 
regiment. 

Mr. Goocu : A Vice-President can take the Chair for 
you in that event. 

Mr. Hicks said he thought of resigning the secretary- 
ship, as he might be serving with the colours. However, 
he would do his best as in past years. 

Mr. Mackrnper: If you do no worse we shall be 
satisfied. 

Mr. Hicks: What will you do if I go away ? 

Mr. Goocu: We will meet crises as they arise. 

The PresIDENT said he would try to attend meetings, 
and with the Secretary continuing they would be all 
right. 

Motor Car LIcENSEs. 


It was decided that the Hon. Secretary should send a 
circular letter to the Clerks of County Councils asking 
for the rebate on motor car licenses, as allowed to the 
medical profession. 
A hearty vote of thanks was accorded the President. 
High tea was then partaken of in place of the annual 


dinner. 
T. Hicks, Hon. Sec 
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FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE IN IRELAND. 
Dear Sir, 

Public officials as a class require skins of more than 
average thickness, for they are often severely and 
unjustly criticised, and are not, by the rules of the 
Civil Service, allowed to reply. hen an occasional 
act of restitution now and then appears it should be 
encouraged and afforded a fair range of publicity. 

I therefore ask you to kindly publish the statement 
made at the January meeting of the South of Ireland 
Cattle Traders’ Association, containing a quotation 
from a paper on Foot-and-mouth Disease, which Prof. 
Mettam prepared for the Tenth International Veter- 
inary Congress, “proving what had long been suspected 
in trade circles, that the foot-and-mouth disease alleged 
to be in Ireland was merely a mouth infection.” Any- 
one reading the published account of that Association’s 
meeting would be likely to think the Irish Veterinar 
Staff were gravely at fault. The letter from Prof. 
Mettam, which I also ask you to publish, sets matters 
right. Both letters appeared in The Cork Examiner. 

> agente the misunderstanding among Cattle 
Traders and others as to Prof. Mettam’s meaning, is 
due, in some measure, to the regrettable omission to 
make any mention of the history and source of the 
experiments embodied by the author in his Report on 
Foot-and-Mouth to The International Veterinary 
Congress.— Yours, etc., 

AMBOCEPTOR. 


The Secretary said Mr. Michael Davitt, m.c.c., chair- 
man of the Cashel Urban District Council, had for- 
warded for the information of the Association a copy 
of the Jrish Industrial Journal of August 22nd, 1914, 
which contained a remarkable article. The article in 
question set out that a cutting had been received from 
an agricultural paper published in London giving an 
account of the International Veterinary Congress held 
in London. Prof. Mettam, Principal of the Royal 
Veterinary College, Dublin, contributed to the pro- 
ceedings a remarkable paper vindicating Irish cattle, 
and proving what had long been suspected in trade 
circles, that the foot-and-mouth disease alleged to be in 
Ireland was merely a mouth infection. True foot-and- 
mouth disease had its origin in the feet of animals, and 
was transferred to thetongue bylicking. Inthe Irish out- 
breaks the feet were not affected at all, proving that it 
could not be foot-and-mouth disease. In the course of 
his paper on foot-and-mouth disease, Prof. Mettam 
wrote :—‘ Amongst Irish cattle a condition of the 
mouth was observed which there is reason to believe 
was confounded with foot-and-mouth disease. As a 
good deal of attention was directed to the lesions dis- 
covered, and as the condition as investigated experi- 
mentally and reproduced in experimental animals, an 
account of the stomatitis observed may not be without 
interest. Lesions occur only in the mouth, and upon 
the lips. In nosingle case has a lesion been observed 
on any other part of the body. There are no symptoms 
directing attention to the mouth, no difficulty in pre- 
hension of food, no salivation. The condition found is 
only discovered on ‘mouthing’ the animals. There is 
no lameness, no loss of condition, and apparently the 
lesions observed are less common in older animals than 
in the young. It was decided to carry out certain ex- 
periments, primarily with the object of determining if 
the condition really could be foot-and-mouth disease, 
and those who saw the cases were emphatic in ,their 
opinion that the disease was not foot-and-mouth dis- 
ease ; and, secondly, to discover if possible the cause. 
The point which was clearly established was that the 
condition was not due to foot-and-mouth disease. Never 
at any time did vesicles develop, never was there sali- 
vation or tenderness about the mouth, there was no 





difficulty in feeding, and in the field, animals were jn 
the best of condition, and thriving perfectly, with typi- 
cal symptoms in the mouth found on examination, 
Never did any of those animals show lameness oy 
lesions in other parts of the body. The of the ex. 

rimental animals, the methods emplo to produce 
infection, the use of sheep and swine in addition to 
young bovines, and the result of all the experiments, 
prove conclusively that this infection observed in Irish 
cattle is not foot-and-mouth disease.” 


Sir, 

My attention has been drawn to a report of a meeti 
of the South of Ireland Cattle Trade Association, pub. 
lished in your issue of January 23, 1915, in which it 
appears that I am under the impression “ that the foot. 
and-mouth disease alleged to be in Ireland was merely 
a mouth infection.” 

I never said anything of the kind, nor have I thought 
anything of the kind. I know that foot-and-mouth 
disease was in Ireland, and was eradicated by the per- 
severance and energy of the Veterinary Officers of the 
Department. I have never, at any time, had occasion 
to challenge the diagnosis of the officers of the Depart. 
ment, and whenever my opinion has been asked it has 
invariably confirmed the diagnosis already arrived at by 
the officers of Department. 

Apparently the cutting which the Secretary of the 
Association received from Mr. Michael Davitt, M.C.C,, 
Chairman of the Cashel Urban District Council, refers 
to the disease among cattle observed in the North of 
Ireland, and known as “dirty tongue.” This disease 
was recognised by the Department’s Inspectors ag 
differing Son foot-and-mouth disease ; they declared it 
was not foot-and-mouth disease at all, and to establish 
this view 'they arranged to carry out certain experi- 
ments. These experiments, in which I assisted the 
Department’s officers, conclusively proved the view held 
by the Department. As a result of the experiments 
the embargo then on Irish cattle was withdrawn in 
January, 1913; but I never said foot-and-mouth dis- 
ease did not exist, or had not been {present in Ireland, 
I know it was present, and I believe it was due to the 
unremitting energy and strenuous work of the my 
ment that the country owes its present freedom 
the disease.—I am, etc., 

A. E. MErram. 
Royal Veterinary College of Ireland, Ballsbridge, 
Dublin. 20th February, 1915. 








Shortage of General Practitioners. 


In time of war no section of the community is un- 
affected in so far as individuals are concerned ; but 
there are two civilian corporate bodies of men who are 
affected collectively as well as individually. The medi- 
cal and veterinary professions stand together inasmuch 
as they are professionally concerned whenever a war of 
any magnitude breaks out. It is readily realised that 
an international conflict like the present entails a 
serious drain upon the general medical practitioners 
the country. It is not so readily evident thatt he ranks 
of the veterinary practitioner are in like manner 
thinned. And yet a moment’s thought will convinee 
anyone that the regular staff of the Army Veterinary 
Service must be quite incapable of coping with the 
work incident upon a great war without calling to its 
aid a large number of those who normally practise the 
civi! branch of their profession. As a consequence, at 
the present moment, animal owners in all parts of 
the kingdom are unable to obtain the normal amount 
of veterinary service. It must be admitted that the 





public are cheerfully accepting the inevitable, Sa 
cognising that the veterinary surgeon is only doing his 
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duty when he leaves his practice to respond to his 
country’s needs. . ’ 

Under any circumstances and at any time, a war in- 
volving the use of so many horses, and, consequently, 
the military employment of so many veterinary sur- 

as does the present, would lead to inconvenience ; 
bat at the present time the sesults are more important 
than they might be, and this for various reasons. 

For many years the number of students studying at 
the various veterinary colleges has been shrinking, with 
the result that the number of legally qualified veter- 
inary surgeons has fallen. To compare two recent 

—in 1911 the members of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons numbered 3423; in 1914 there 
were 3408. ‘This decrease does not appear on the face 
of it to be great ; but during the last few years many 
new public appointments have been instituted, with the 
result that the number of general practitioners has 
diminished more than seems to be indicated by the above 
figures. Moreover, it may be safely asserted that not 
one of the public veterinary services is able to get all 
the veterinary officers it requires. 

What will happen when the Milk and Dairies (Scot- 
land) Act comes into operation in October next? In 
terms of the Act, “every local authority may, and when 
required by the Local Government Board for Scotland 
shall, appoint a member of the Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons to act as veterinary inspecter under this 
Act.” However acutely the shortage of veterinary sur- 
geons may be felt at the present time, it is clear that in 
the very near future the shortage will have more serious 
consequences. Apart from the conservation of the 
health of the animal—and the incidental protection of 
the pocket of the animal-owner—the veterinary pro- 
fession, no less than the medical profession, is essential 
for the preservation of the health of the public. 


No DANGER OF EXTINCTION OF THE Horse. 


Doubtless the diminution in the number of veterinary 
students is largely due to what may be called the 
“motor scare.” It has been assumed, quite erroneously, 
by the public that the horse is doomed to extinction, 
and that, therefore, the work of the veterinary surgeon 
must disappear. The assumption is erroneous for at 
least two reasons. That there is no danger of the ex- 
tinction of the horse is clear from the present almost 
feverish discussions as to the best means by which 
horse-breeding may be encouraged and the horse supply 
maintained. The problem of how to secure an adequate 
supply of horses for army and other purposes is one of 
considerable importance, and is receiving a due amount 
of attention. The authorities of the War Office have 
recognised that the future must not be sacrificed to the 
present, and have issued instructions to their pur- 
chasing officers to avoid, as far as possible, the purchase 
of mares, and on no account to purchase by impress- 
ment any mare whose owner signs an undertaking that 
he will use her for breeding purposes next season. The 
War Office have also authorised the Board of Agri- 
culture and Fisheries to arrange for the selection in 
France and the return to this country of mares which 
are no longer suitable for military use. These mares will 
be sold by public auction for breeding purposes, on 
condition that they are not at any time to be exported. 


VALUE OF VETERINARY ASSISTANCE. 


The second fallacy in the public mind is that the 
profession exists for the care of horses only. 

With the recognition, on the part of the stock-owner, 
that it pays to keep well-bred animals, the monetary 
value of the stock in the country is rising. In quite 
unexpected —— pedigree animals are to be found. 
This means that it now pays to obtain veterinary assist- 


ance and advice in quarters where, not many years ago, 
such assistance would have been dispensed with. 
The scarcity of veterinary surgeons is certainly not 
due to a narrowing of the field of activity. The general 
ractitioner has rather a wider field than formerly, and 
is services are no less urgently needed. This, com- 
bined with the claims of the public services, makes the 
scarcity of veterinary surgeons a serious matter. To 
those who realise all that it means, the shrinkage of the 
veterinary profession is regarded as nothing short of a 
national calamity.—7'he Scotsman. 


Cruelty Charge at Liskeard. 
ABSENCE OF ExpEerT EVIDENCE. 


At Liskeard on Monday, 22nd ult., John Palmer 
Blamey, farmer, of Treneath, was char, with cruelty 
to a horse by causing it to be worked in an unfit state, 
and his employee, Simon Jasper, was summoned for 
working the animal. 

Supt. Gard explained that he asked Mr. J. Dunstan 
M.R.C.V.S., of Liskeard, to examine the horse, and on the 
following morning Mr. Dunstan came to him and in- 

uired whether he would be required to give evidence. 
On his replying in the affirmative, Mr. Dunstan refused 
to have anything to do with the matter, so that the 
case had to come forward without expert evidence. 

P.S. Burrough said on the 9th inst. he saw defendant’s 
horse being driven in a cart by Jasper, exceedingly 
lame and evidently in great pain. hen he had it 
stopped it drew up its hind legs alternately and groaned. 
Jasper admitted that it was “a bit lame,” and added 
that it had suffered from spavin for about six months, 
but not so badly as it was then. He also said that his 
master knew of the animal’s condition, but on account 
of the war had difficulty in getting another horse. At 
Lux Cross, P.C. Martin also saw the condition of the 
horse, and it was removed from the cart and taken to 
the police-station. 

Mr. Blamey asked witness whether he had not been 
previous] veld to look out for the horse, and if he had 
not whether he would have noticed anything ? 

Witness replied that he had received no notification. 
He was coming along behind the cart on his bicycle, 
and it was the first time he had: heard or seen anything 
of this horse. The condition of the animal would ap- 
peal to any person who had any humane feelings. 

Mr. Blamey: Do you say deliberately that you had 
not received any instructions to look out for it! 

Witness: The Superintendent told me that when he 

was coming to the last Court he saw a certain grey horse 
which was lame, but I didn’t know it was yours, neither 
did [ know this was the same horse. 
Superintendent Gard intimated that he could also 
call P.C. Martin in corroboration, but he did not want 
to be hard on either defendant, and only instituted pro- 
ceedings in order to stop the cruelty. 

Mr. aoe addressing the Bench, stated that during 
the 30 years he had been working horses he had never be- 
fore been accused of negligence or ill-treatment. He 
had known this horse since it was three years old, and 
bought it from a miller’s wagon, thinking that it would 
improve on farm work. It had been well fed, and with 
the complaint it was suffering from it would be greater 
cruelty to keep it in the stable day after day than to 
work it. 

Mr. Bone asked Sergt. Burrough whether there were 
any enlargements about the horse, indicating inflam- 
mation. 

Sergt. Burrough replied in the negative. He put his 
hand down over the horse’s legs but could not find 
any heat, which would be attributable to inflammation. 
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The Bench held that the case was a proper one to 
bring forward, but in the absence of expert evidence 
they gave defendants the benefit of the doubt, and dis- 
par the case.— The Cornish Times. 


CruEtty Case aT LISKEARD. 


Sir,—In a report of the above case which has ap- 
in the press, a reference to me contains “ thetruth 
and nothing but the truth,” but not “the whole truth.” 
I was asked by the police to visit Treneath and ex- 
amine the animal in question and consented to do so, 
on condition that my written report be accepted, as 
being without an assistant I had no time to attend the 
court. My offer was declined. 

As this is neither the first nor second time I have 
been misrepresented in reports of police court cruelty 
cases, I shall in future decline to have anything to say 
or do in connection with any case.—Yours faithfully, 


JoHN DuNSTAN. 
Liskeard, Feb. 24th. 








A WAIL. 
Sir, 

As regards the alleged shortage of veterinary surgeons 
fer the army, one likes to get at the probable cause. Who 
is at fault? Is it the profession or the War Office? I 
decidedly think it is the latter. Why don’t they offer an 
adequate salary, say £500 a year? This is a time of 
emergency and ought to be tackled as such, and the au- 
thorities must rise to the occasion if they want the best 
professional aid. It is nonsensical to expect that a practi- 
tioner making four to five hundred pounds a year, will 
sacrifice his practice for the period of the war. Oncea 
practice becomes disorganised it takes years to recover. 

The carrying on of a practice by neighbouring practi- 
tioners of the one who has joined the forces is a problem to 
solve. One cannot control nor account for clients’ fancies ; 
and what about the clients who try all the vets. in the 
district ? The result is you ‘‘ don’t know where you are.”’ 

In a discussion one is dubbed unpatriotic if he challenges 
the remuneration, but certainly all those who have offered 
their services are patriotic. How should this be? Even 
in this emergency industries ard tradesmen are working at 
high pressure, they claim an adequate wage, and get it 
Why should the profession not be remunerated for the 
sacrifices they are making or called upon to make? If 
£15,000 profit can be made by commission on one article 
in six months by one firm in this emergency, it is too much 
to expect the profession to be patriotic. 

No! Let the War Office rise to the occasion, and offer 
an adequate salary to the profession—there is no scarcity 
of veterinary surgeons—and they will get plenty to join 
the ranks. 

‘* War Cry.”’ 





OBITUARY 


SIDNEY SMITH, M.R.C.v.s., Lowestoft. 
Graduated, Lond. : April, 1869. 


With deep regret we record the death of Mr. Sidne 
Smith, a well-known veterinary surgeon in Lowestoft 
and district, who died suddenly on Friday night, 26th 
ult. The deceased gentleman had been engaged at his 
professional duties ene, the day and about 7.30 in 
the evening crossed from his residence in High Street 
to a shop apposite. After giving an order he collapsed, 
and died almost immediately. 

Mr. Smith was one of the first members of the Loyal 
Suffolk Hussars, and held the rank of sergeant-major. 
He came to Lowestoft from Halesworth in 1870, and 
since then had carried on a successful practice in the 
town and district. He took great interest in the Mut- 
ford and Lothingland Agricultural Association, and 
rendered valuable services at the annual shows. He 
acted as veterinary inspector to the borough, and also 





to the East Suffolk County Council. Although his 
name was frequently mentioned in connection with 
municipal matters, he would never consent to become a 
candidate for the Town Council. He leaves three 

two of whom are serving their country, one in connec. 
tion with the Army Service Corps, and the eld 
Major Sidney Smith, who is now associated with the 
Royal Flying Corps. 


O. G. HILts, M.R.c.v.s., Leamington. 
Lond. : Oct. 1895. 
Death occurred on Thursday, 4th inst. after a very 
short illness, at the age of 40. 


The late Mr. John M‘Donaild. 


Mr. M‘Donald died on Friday morning, 19th Feb., at 
the age of 42 years. He contracted influenza abouta 
a week previously, which ultimately developed into 
pneumonia, while on Sabbath last he sustained an 
accident from the effects of which he never recovered. 
A native of Marnoch, Mr. M‘Donald had a brilliant 
career at the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, Edin- 
burgh. He followed his profession in various parts of 
the country, and had been in Banff for the past fourteen 
years. 








ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE, 


Extract from London Gazette, 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, Feb. 26. 


TERRITORIAL Force. ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 
A. C. Burton to be Lieut. Dated Feb. 27. 
TERRITORIAL Force Reserve. Army Vet. Corps. 
W.G. Evans to be Capt. Dated Feb. 27. 
March 1. 
RecuitarR Forces. ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 
H. 8. Ward to be temporary Lieut. Dated Mar. 2. 
TERRITORIAL Force. ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 
Capt. H. C. Harrison resigns his commn. on account 
of ill-health Dated March 2. 
Date of appointment of Lieut. H. A. Thorn is Jan. 2, 


and not as in Gazette of Jan. 22. 
Lieut. J. Gillies to be Capt. Dated Mar. 2. 


March 2. 
TERRITORIAL Force. ARMY VETERINARY CorRPs. 
Lieut. P. M. Evershed to be Capt. Dated Mar. 3. 
Inp1a OFFicr, March 2. 
TInpran Crvit VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 
Major A. Smith, F.R.c.v.s., to be Lieut.-Col. Dated 
July 29. 








The A.V.C. Comforts Fund. 


Dear Sir, 

Enclosed are further lists of contributions in money 
and comforts as received up to date. The following 
extracts from letters may perhaps interest. 

An Officer writes :— 

“T must congratulate you heartily on the great suc- 
cess of the Comfort Fund. Very few men have been 
done better than ours, and I think they all realise it.” 


Another writes :— 

“My men join me in sending our best thanks to your- 
self and all the ladies who have helped to collect these 
beautiful things. The men (Indians mostly) werede- 
lighted as they were just what was needed and they all 
asked how it was that people in England could know 





so well what they needed.” 
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“The personnel of this Section were delighted with 
the very useful and excellent articles the bundle con- 
tained. The parcel for myself held the very things my 
heart most longed for.” 


“We very much appreciate the splendid service that 
you and others have rendered to us all out here and to 
us coming from India the extra warm shirts, sockt, 
mufflers, mittens, etc., are invaluable and undoubtedly 
the means of adding to our comfort and welfare. We 
have had little sickness, and I put this down to the 
generosity of those at home in this supplementing the 
government issues of clothing.” 


A Sergeant writes :— 

“Dear Madam— How can we thank you for the splendid 
present of tobacco we have received. It is a perfect 
godsend and each man got a good share.” 

These letters are only a few of the very many I re- 
ceive showing grateful appreciation.— Yours truly, 

ADELAIDE M. Moore. 


Cartington, Farnborough, Feb. 23. 


Amount acknowledged to Feb. 8 
Mr. and Mrs. Campey 
Captain Graham Rees Mogg 
Mrs. Hedley (Kirk Whelpington) 
Mrs. Hogs 
Mr. Walker (Alton) 
Mrs. Walker _,, 
As Collected by Mrs. Walker 
Mrs. Jack Willett, as collected and proceeds 
of Fine Art Exhibition 13 13 
R. J. Foreman, a i-@ 
Miss Joy Moore (Children’s work) 3 
E. Measures, Esq. 2 2 


AQionanoo eacooocooea 


Total of the Fund £530 16 


Garments and Gifts received since 
List published February 13th. 


Mrs. Barber: Socks and mits 

Mrs. Dunlop Martin (6th contribution): Shirts, 
mufflers, belts, socks, mits 

Mrs. G. Banham: Belt, mits 

Miss L. Hogben : Scarf, mits 

Mrs. Frank Aulton: Mits, belts, mufflers, socks 

Mr. Ewing Johnston: Gloves, mits, socks, waist- 
coats, mufflers 

Mrs. Shilton Jones: Belts, mufflers 

Mrs. Yo ta Bennett: Helmets, socks, mits, vacuum 


Miss Wright: 1 doz. handkerchiefs 

Mrs. Clayton: Belt, mufflers, caps, cuffs 

Mrs. & Miss Bevis: Shirts, mufflers, helmets, socks, 
cuffs, notepaper, tobacco, games 

Mrs. Bevis (Lashill): Shirts, cuffs, socks 

Mrs. Fearnside (10th contribution): Helmets, mits, 
to hdkfs, mufflers 

Derbyshire Soldiers’ Comforts Committee— 

per Lady Maud Cavendish: Mufflers, mits, cuffs, 

jerseys 

Mrs. Burke Savage : Game 

Miss Edwards (Neath): Pipes 

Miss Harper: Games, cards, books 

Mrs. Campey: Games, books, comforts, ete. 

Mrs. Buxton: Mufflers, knitted geods, etc. 

Mrs. Rutherford: Socks and mits 

Mrs. Clayton (further contribution) 

Mrs. M : Caps, socks, mits, helmets, mufflers, 

hdkfs, brushes, etc. 
» Mrs. Garvie: Socks, mits, mufflers, games. 
Mrs. K. Lees: Mits, cuffs, socks, belts 
Mrs. Walker (Alton) Ctarther contribution): Cardigan, 
Shetland jersey, belts, cigarettes, cuffs, stockings 





Mrs. Charles Hills: Mufflers, etc. 

Mrs. Thurston (further contribution): Helmets, mits 
Mrs. Dale: Books, games, etc. 

Mrs. Dunlop Martin: Books, games, notepaper, etc. 
Capt. Awde: Packs cards, ete. 

Mrs. Quinlan: Papers, games, writing cases, etc. 
Mrs. G. H. Barber: Mufflers, socks, mits. 


Prosecution by the R.C.V.S. 


At the Hythe Petty Sessions on Thursday, Februar 
25th, before Sir Robert Hobart (in the chair), Mr. J. 
Turner Turner, and Mr. Db. Cameron, magistrates, 
Frederick Hopkins Beddington, of Heathcott, Dibden 
Purlieu, was summoned on the information of Geor 
Sherard Gibbons, for unlawfully using and taking the 
title of “ Veterinary surgeon.” 

Mr. Thatcher, who prosecuted on behalf of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, in stating the case, said 
the defendant was liable, if the offence was proved, to a 
penalty of £20. The facts of the case were that on the 
2nd of February last Mr Gibbons called at the de- 
fendant’s house, and asked him if he was Mr. Bedding- 
ton? He said “ Yes,” and Mr. Gibbons next asked him 
if he was a veterinary surgeon, to which he answered 
“Yes.” Mr. Gibbons said he had a dog suffering from 
distemper, whereupon defendant went into a room, 
returned with a bottle of medicine, which he gave to 
Mr. Gibbons, and on it was a label, as follows :— 
“F. H. Beddington (late manager at Beaulieu for Mr. 
W. A. Della Gana, F.R.C.V.8.), veterinary surgeon, 
Heathcott, Purlieu.” He would hand the document to 
the Bench, and they would see that the words “ Veteri- 
nary surgeon” were outside the parenthesis, and thus 
were clearly intended to be connected with the defend- 
ant. He should be able tu prove that the defendant 
was not a qualified veterinary surgeon, and that his 
name was not in the register of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. If the Bench, after hearing the 
evidence, should decide to convict, then he would ask 
them to make some allowance towards the costs of the 
prosecution, which were rather heavy. 

George Sherard Gibbons, a clerk, of 2 Essex Street, 
Strand, London, gave evidence bearing out Mr. 
Thatcher’s opening statement, and he added that when 
he received the bottle of medicine he paid 1s. 6d. for it, 
and the defendant gave him advice as to how to treat 
the dog. Witness produced a copy of the register of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, and defend- 
ant’s name was not on it.—In cross-examination, the 
witness said he asked defendant if he was a veterinary 
ape, and he said “ Yes.” He was quite positive he 

id so. 

Mr. Thatcher intimated that that was his case, and 
the Clerk to the Magistrates (Mr. C. Cecil Dominy) 
asked defendant whether he would make a statement, 
or go into the witness-box and give evidence on oath ? 

Defendant chose the latter course, and, on bein 
sworn, said that he had never as a qualifie 
veterinary surgeon. He had never said that he was, or 
that he was a member of the College. He had bill- 
heads and other documents which he would hand to the 
Court, who could see that the words “Veterinary sur- 
geon ” were not mentioned. 

i Chairman : What do you represent yourself to 


Defendant : I am unqualified, gentlemen, that is all. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Thatcher, the defendant ad- 
mitted that he had the labels printed at Hythe, in Kent, 
and he saw that they were wrong, and had them altered, 
He was manager to Mr. Della Gana, and treated the 
cases that came. 

Mr. Thatcher: You were simply a handy man ¢? 
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Defendant : I was not. I treated the cases without | 
his advice. 

The Bench said as Mr. Della Gana’s name had been 
mentioned so much they should like to hear him. 

W. A. Della Gana was then sworn, und deposed that 
he was a Fellow of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, and practised in Southam ton and the dis- 
trict, and having a surgery at Beaulieu. Defendant 
came into his employ in June, 1913, and he discharged 
him in 1914, after about one year’s service, as he was 
absolutely incompetent. It was difficult to get a quali- 
fied assistant at Beaulieu who could undertake the duty, 
and defendant had to do the surgery attendance, as a 
handy man. He was in no sense the manager of the 
business there, and he had to do the ordinary routine 
work. If there were any difficult cases then he had to 
obtain the advice of witness. He had no right to use 
his (witness’s) name, and he was much annoyed when he 
saw he had done so. He t{had been using his name 
since last July. Defendant was merely a Caate man, 
the same as they often found engaged in country 


villages. 

Defendant: You said you discharged me !— Yes. 

Defendant : Did I not give you a month’s notice }— 
Witness: But you anticipated that I intended to dis- 
charge you. ; 

Further cross-examined, the witness said he was not 
aware that Captain Rainey, who was to have beena 
partner in the business at Beaulieu, but who had gone 
to the war, offered in a letter, 50 per cent. of the profits 
if he (defendant) would resume the work at Beaulieu. 

Mr. Turner Turner : What I want to know is was he 
discharged | you 3 

Witness: I think he gave me notice. He certainly 





anticipated that I intended to give him notice. 





Mr. Turner Turner: Then you withdraw the state- 
ment that you dismissed him }—Yes. 

Frederick George Snell, farmer of Fawley, called b 
defendant, said what he wished to say to the Benc 
was that Mr. Beddington took sole charge of the work 
on the Dibden farms, and they were not exactly told, 
but they were given tacitly to understand, that he was 
a qualified man, and that they were safe in placing 
themselves in his hands. Mr. Della Gana had nothing 
to do with looking after their cases while they had de- 
fendant with them. When he left they asked him why 
he did not set up in business for himself, and he replied 
that he was not qualified. 

The Chairman: You have used the word “we.” 
Who does that mean ? 

Witness replied the farmers in the district, and he 
added that defendant gave them satisfaction, and that 
was why they asked him why he did not set up in busi- 
ness for himself. It was not until defendant had left 
that they heard he was not fully qualified. Mr. Della 
Gana always charged the full fees, but it fell on de- 
fendant to do the work. 

William Hayward Longman, coal merchant, of Hythe, 
said he was handed a card by defendant, and he said to 
him: “I don’t see M.R.C.V.S. after your name,” to 
which he replied : “I am not entitled to M.R.C.V.S. or 
— Witness was not misled in any shape or 

orm. 

The magistrates retired to consider the matter, and on 
returning into Court the Chairman said: The Bench 
have given full consideration to this case, and they have 
come to the conclusion to convict. At the same time 
we think it a case we treat fairly, and at the same time 
with considerable leniency, by inflicting a fine of £2 
and the costs, 17s.—The Hampshire I t. 








DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 



































































aS a ae Glanders.+ | Parasitic Swine F 
: Reem ang le Mange. t wine ever. 
Out- | Ani- Out- | Ani- [os | ani. | Sheer] 
Period. breaks| mals.} Out- | Ani- fbreaks| mals.| 0415] mals.) 5022-| Out- | Slaugh- 
ibreaks| mals. breaks | tered. * 
(a) (a (b) (b) (b) (a) 
Gr. BRITAIN. l 
Week ended Feb. 27] 14 | 17 1; 3 5 67 246 
| 
, 1914... | 18 | 18 4 | 27 1 5] 70|} 120} 14 64 729 
a 1913 ...| 16 | 17 4| 15] 59| 1392] 2] 35 | 341 
1912 ~~... | 28 | 28 7| 14] 94! 190 5 49 545 
Total for 9 weeks, 1915 eis « | 155 175 7 1l 107 692 2842 
C ai 1914 ... | 167 | 180 5 | 381 19| 47] 749) 1418] 116] 487 | 4515 
wey ing 1913 .. | 119 | 133 81! 100] 748| 1636] 91] 3802 | 3477 
petsoe in 1912 .-- | 229 | 257 30 60 | 1204 | 2902 | 122 532 6856 




















t The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 has been suspended as from 6th August, 1914. 


(a) Confirmed. (6) Reported by Local Authorities. 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, March 2, 1915 


+ Counties affected, animals attacked : London 2. 















































Outbreaks 

IRELAND. Week ended Feb. 27 2 10 6 49 
1914 2 18 5 15 

Corresponding Week in 1913 1 6 1 18 
1912 8 9 6 22 

Total for 9 weeks, 1915 sah whet uel 10 131 89 2438 
1914 ... enn aoe 2 28 = 218 34 224 

Corresponding period in {1913 ... waa ote ieee aon 167 85 179 
{asx ees 1 1 oan 23 167 27 214 





ote of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary B 
Norz.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As 


ranch), Dublin, March 1, 1915 
Diseased or Exposed to Infection 





